
A Veterans Day Salute
Chuck Mueller, Associate Engineering Technician, PW Engineering

We all have preconceived no-
tions or stereotypes that 

influence our thinking, especially 
when it comes to specific groups of 
people. The following is, in my opin-
ion, an example of this. This story is 
relayed in order to give perspective 
and hopefully garner awareness. I 
hope that this is received only in the 
way that I have intended it. 

A number of years ago I was asked 
to take the automatic signature 
off of my city emails which were 
signed “Semper Fi.” The reason I was 
asked to remove it was that some-
one within the city thought that it 
glorified war, and I had no recourse 
but to remove it. I was told that it was unprofessional. If anyone asked me 
why I signed my emails as such, I would have been more than happy to talk to 
them about it. I would tell them that I am a Marine and that Semper Fidelis is a 
motto of the Marine Corps; it is Latin and means “Always Faithful.”

The first tenet of Semper Fidelis is 
being faithful to yourself and how 
you live, and transfers into other 
aspects of life, careers, and relation-
ships. I certainly apply it to all these 
aspects and feel that it makes me 
more professional. It is also one of 
my small ways to maintain unique-
ness and a sense of identity.
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How do you get those who haven’t 
served to understand those that have? 
Especially when we as veterans are as 
unique in ourselves and our viewpoints, 
our reasons for joining, the branch of 
the military in which we served, the 
jobs we did, the era in which we served, 
and our experiences while we served. 
The one thing we have in common is 
the fraternity of being a veteran, which 
somehow is enough. I’m hoping to start 
that understanding by showing all of 
Public Works that these are some of 
the veterans you work with 
day in and day out. 

Even as a veteran, I can’t fathom the experiences of those who are 
currently serving. I wish to offer whatever support I can to those 
who have family in harm’s way, as well as to those who have lost 
someone. I also extend a very special and heartfelt thank you to the 
Vietnam era veterans.

The Public Works Diversity Committee thanks those of you who 
have had to leave your families, and sacrifice so much.
Happy Veterans Day

Thank you to Chuck and also to Tracy King who 
worked to collect this list from veterans and their 

families. And to each and every one of these folks who 
have shared their stories, I personally would like to thank 
you for your service. –ed. and wife of a Gulf War Veteran
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New Zealand, Antarctica, Nevada | 
Aviation Electronics Technician | E-6/
Petty Officer 1st Class

John Gibson | Maintenance Supervi-
sor | Navy | 1966-1971 | California, 
Virginia, Washington D.C. | Seabee | 
O-3/Lt.

Paul Grinter | Fleet Service Worker 
| Air Force | 1988-Present | Persian 
Gulf, Germany, Florida, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Washington | Special Purpose 
Vehicle Mechanic | E-7/Master Sgt.

Phil Groshong | General Aviation 
Manager | Air Force | 1967-1990 | 
Vietnam, Texas, Colorado | Fighter 
Pilot F-4 | O-5/Lt. Col.

Thomas Hans | Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator | Navy | 1972-1976 
| California, Philippines | Hospital 
Corpsman | E-5/Petty Officer 2nd Class

PW Employee Name | Cur-
rent job Title | Veterans Name | 
Branch | Dates of Service | Duty 
Stations | MOS | Highest rank

Thomas Barto | Wastewater Techni-
cian 2 | Marine Corps | 1992-1998 | 
California, Okinawa | Basic Hygiene 
Equipment Operator | E-5/Sgt.

Bill Bennett | Wastewater Technician 
3 | Navy | California, USS Constel-
lation, Vietnam | Dental Technician | 
E-5/Petty Officer 2nd Class 

Phillip Blackmore | Maintenance 
Worker 3 | Air Force | 1991-1999 | 
Washington, Turkey, Germany, New 
Zealand, Antarctica, Saudi Arabia | 
Air Transportation Specialist | E-4/Sr. 
Airman

John Bonham | Engineering Associate 
| Army | 1988-1996 | Georgia, Ger-
many, Persian Gulf, Kentucky, Alaska | 
Infantry/Ranger | E-5/Sgt.

Ben Bonner | PW Safety Coordinator 
| Army | 1963-1966 | Virginia, Wash-
ington D.C. | Infantry | E-5/Sgt.
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Public Works Veterans
Many of the people we work with every day are folks who 
serve both community and country. Here are some Public 
Works employees who are also veterans or who have close  
family members who serve.
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Jeanette Borge | Park specialist 1 | 
Marine Corps | 1985-1989 | Califor-
nia, South Carolina, Okinawa | Motor 
Transport Driver | E-4/Cpl.

William Butterbaugh | Sub Surface 
Technical Planner | Navy | 1974-
1979 | California, Sub- USS Snook | 
MS3(SS) | E-5/Petty Officer 2nd Class

Terry Colvin | Engineering Associate 
| Army | 1975-1979 | Washington, 
Germany | Construction Surveyor | 
E-4/Spc. 4

Russ Deless | Subsurface Mainte-
nance Supervisor | Navy | 1970-1973-
1995 | Guam, California, Reserves 
-Eugene | Yeoman | E-6/Petty Officer 
1st Class

Bill Dunham | Park Specialist 3 | Army 
| 1968-1969 | Vietnam | Door Gun-
ner, Crew Chief, Lifeguard | E-4/Spc.

Don Easton | Senior Application Sup-
port Technician | Army | 1990-2001 
| Persian Gulf, Germany, Kentucky, 
Georgia | Air Defense Gunner, Track 
Vehicle Mechanic

Dave Edwards | Park specialist 2 | 
Navy | 1972-1977 | Hawaii, California, 
USS Enterprise | Aviation Structural 
Mechanic | E-5/Petty Officer 2nd Class

Carola Eklund | GIS Technician | 
(Husband) Aaron Eklund | Army | 
97-Present | Germany, Kosovo, Kan-
sas, Afghanistan | Combat Engineer | 
O-4/Maj.

Mike Ferchland | Traffic Signal Techni-
cian | Navy | 1975-1980 | California, 



Annie Pasky | Turf and Grounds Crew 
| Army | 1978-1981 | Alabama, Korea, 
Oklahoma | MP | E-4/Spec. 4

Leslie Price | Engineering Permit Tech-
nician 2 | Army | 1972-1978 | Georgia, 
Panama | Senior Artist | E-5/Sgt.

Bill Ranney | Master Fleet Mechanic 
| Air force | 1968-1972 | Weapons 
System Mechanic | E-5/Sgt.

Bill Ranney | Master Fleet Mechanic | 
Army | 1975-1999 | Thailand, Germa-
ny, Kuwait | Armorer, Infantry | E-9/
Command Sgt. Maj.

Dennis Rattenborg | Park Specialist 3 
| Navy | 1966-1970 | California, Viet-
nam, USS Claude Rickets- Med Float | 
Rescue Boat crewman, Security | E-4/
Petty Officer 3rd Class

Norman Sensabaugh | Fleet Service 
Worker  | Army | 1973-1976 | Geor-
gia, Hawaii | Infantry | E-4/Cpl.

Norman Sensabaugh | Fleet Service 
Worker  | Navy | 1976-1994 | USS 
Norton Sound, USS Coral Sea, USS 
Point of Defiance, USS Independence, 
Illinois, California | Machinist Mate, 
Instrument man | E-6/Petty Officer 1st 
Class

Steve Hawke | Traffic Operations | Air 
Force | 1981-1989 | Idaho, Nevada, 
England, Turkey, Germany, Italy, Philip-
pines, Korea | Aircraft fuel and hyd. 
Mechanic | E-5/Staff Sgt.

William M Hunter | Program Special-
ist | Air Force | 1972-1976 | Germany 
| Dental Specialist | E-4/Sgt.

Chris Jensen | Administrative Special-
ist | (Daughter) Shawna Rian | Navy 
| 1992-Present | Maine, Italy, Puerto 
Rico, Colorado, Tennessee, California, 
Texas, Oregon, South Carolina | Sur-
gical Technologist | E-5/Petty Officer 
2nd Class
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Public Works Veterans -continued

Larry Lange | Radio Shop Technician 
| Air Force | 1964-1968 | California, 
Thailand, Vietnam | Helicopter Me-
chanic | E-5/Staff Sgt.

Tom Larsen | Traffic Engineer | (Son) 
Eric Artemis | Army | 1990-Present 
| Kentucky, currently in Afghanistan | 
Chinook Pilot, Company Commander 
| O-3/Capt.

Conni Luikart | Senior Administrative 
Specialist | (Son in Law) Curtis Arm-
strong | Army | Present | Alaska, Iraq | 
Chinook Helicopter Pilot | O-4/Maj.

Joe Lyon | Wastewater Technician 2 | 
Navy | 1964-1969 | California | Sonar 
Operator/tech | E-5/Petty Officer 2nd 
Class

Katie Marwitz | Associate Engineer-
ing Technician | (Brother) Kris Cunio 
| Army | Present | Iraq, Germany | 
Quartermaster and Chemical equip-
ment repairer | E-4/Spec.

Mike McNatt | Airport Worker 4 | 
Army | Present | Iraq | Infantry | E-9/ 
Sgt. Maj.

Mike Miller | Mapping and Data Su-
pervisor | Marine Corps | 1968-1970 
| California, North Carolina, Mediter-
ranean, Vietnam | Tank Crewman | 
E-4/Cpl.

Tom Moniot | Park Specialist 3 | Navy 
| 1968-1972 | USS Ranger Aircraft 
Carrier, California | Aircraft Electri-
cian | E-4/Petty Officer 3rd Class

Chuck Mueller  | Associate Engineer-
ing Technician | Marine Corps | 1989-
1993 | California, North Carolina, 
Okinawa, Pacific Rim, Persian Gulf, 
USS Fort Fisher | Motor Transport 
Mechanic | E-4/Cpl.



Tracy Walsh | Senior Administrative 
Specialist | (Son) Aaryn Walsh | Ma-
rine Corps | Present | North Caro-
lina, Iraq | Infantry | E-3/ Lance Cpl. 
| (Nephew) Justen Walsh | National 
Guard | Present | Iraq | Infantry | E-3/ 
Pfc. | (Nephew) Nathan Maynard | 
National Guard | Present | Georgia | 
Infantry | (Nephew) Sean Ferguson| 
National Guard | Present | Oklahoma 
| Artillery | E-2/Pfc. 

Cher Woltman | Park Specialist 2 | 
(Son) Cyrus Leon Rea | POS 2 | Navy 
| 1999-Present | Yokosuka, Japan | 
Airplane Turbine Mechanic | E-5/Petty 
Officer 2nd Class | (Son) Jacob | Air 
Force | Present | Florida | S.E.R.E In-
structor Special Forces | E-5/Staff Sgt.

Richard Zucker | PW Maintenance 
supervisor | Army | 1967-1790 | 
North Carolina, Germany, Vietnam 
| UH-1 Helicopter Mechanic/Flight 
Engineer

Lee Temple | Fleet Services Worker | 
Army | 1966-1969 | Vietnam, 
Louisiana, California, Oklahoma | 
Light wheel vehicle Mechanic | E-5/
Spc. 5

Bob Terrel | (Retired) Senior Engi-
neering Technician | Marine Corps 
| 1960-1962 | Okinawa, Thailand, 
California | Aviation Supply Clerk | 
E-2/Pfc.

Jerry Wagner | Senior Laboratory 
Technical Analyst | Navy | 1972-1976 
| California, USS Ajax, Hawaii, Japan | 
Machinist Mate | E-5/Petty Officer 2nd 
Class
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Norman Sensbaugh, Bill Bennett
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Life’s Scales

Balance

Like pieces of a puzzle, the many different aspects of your 
being come together to form the person that you are. You 

work and play, rest and expend energy, commune with your 
body and soul, exalt in joy, and feel sorrow. Balance is the state 
that you achieve when all of the aspects of your life and self 
are in harmony. Your life force flows in a state of equilibrium 
because nothing feels out of sync. While balance is neces-
sary to have a satisfying, energetic, and joyful life, only you can 
determine what balance means to you.

Achieving balance requires that you assess what is impor-
tant to you. The many demands of modern life can push us to 
make choices that can put us off balance and have a detri-
mental effect on our habits, relationships, health, and career. In 
creating a balanced lifestyle, you must ascertain how much time 
and energy you are willing to devote to the different areas of 
your life. To do so, imagine that your life is a house made up 
of many rooms. Draw this house, give each part of your life its 
own room, and size each room according to the amount of im-
portance you assign to that aspect of your life. You can include 
family, solitude, activities that benefit others, healthy eating, in-
dulgences, exercise and working on self. You may discover that 
certain elements of your life take up an inordinate amount of 
time, energy, or effort and leave you with few resources to nur-
ture the other aspects of your life. You may want to spend less 
time on these activities and more on the ones that fulfill you.

A balanced lifestyle is simply a state of being in which one 
has time and energy for obligations and pleasures, as well as 
time to live well and in a gratifying way. With its many nuances, 
balance can be a difficult concept to integrate into your life. 
Living a balanced existence, however, can help you attain a 
greater sense of happiness, health, and fulfillment. 

Used with permission from DailyOM.com



Winter Festivals

When weather shifts to frosty nights, many cultures of the 
world celebrate the abundance of the harvest season with 

gatherings, activities and feasts that reflect local traditions and 
crops. Many of these celebrations go back hundreds of years to 
times when longer nights and stormy weather meant the onset of 
hardship for many. The harvest moon, when the moon is clos-
est to earth and bright golden in the sky, may be the last bit of 
warmth before winter really sets in, and has been the subject of 
many stories involving gods and fairies who may live there. One 
that is closely tied to food is the story of the Moon Fairy of Chi-
nese tradition. 
 It seems that once upon a time, the sky over China 
blazed with ten suns. A famous archer was hired by the Emperor 
to shoot down eight of the suns. For this feat, the archer was pre-
sented with a pill that would make him immortal. Unfortunately, 
his wife found it and took it instead, and she was punished with 
banishment to the moon.  She became known as the moon fairy, 
and is most beautiful during the full moon of the harvest. During 
the Moon Festival (usually in October) children are told to gaze at the moon to 
glimpse her dancing outside of her crystal palace. 
 Another tradition of the Moon Festival is the Moon Cake, baked in 
a decorative mold and containing a variety of fillings.  Ranging from sweet to 
savory, traditional cakes contain lotus seed paste or bean pastes, while modern 
chefs have experimented with green tea and ice cream. At the center of the filling 
you may find a salted hard-boiled egg that represents the full moon. These palm-
sized cakes are time consuming to make and may be found in Asian markets in 
the fall. 
 While your culinary traditions may be a little more down to earth, the 
holidays are a wonderful time to explore other traditions when visiting friends 
or extended family (my mother had to suffer through quite a few vegetarian 
Thanksgivings, bless her heart). Savor the stuffing recipe passed down from 
your grandmother or borrowed from your uncle. Seek out a new twist on an 
old favorite by adding an exotic spice or ingredient, or shopping in the “ethnic” 
section of the grocery store. Above all, enjoy the opportunity to share and learn 

about the history, foods 
and cultures that have 
come together in our 
melting pot known as 
the USA—jjf

Sources: About.com 
Chinese Food, Cooks 
Illustrated November 
2009 issue.

     Global Cooking
A column about food traditions, history and trivia. 



Co-worker’s Corner — It’s About Us!

The City of Eugene Public Works De-
partment is committed to fostering under-
standing, communication and respect among 
all members in the department.  

We believe in a department that is accept-
ing of everyone so that we capitalize on the 
strengths emanating from our differences.

By drawing on our individual strengths, 
we believe we can create an optimum and 
respectful workplace, one that can attract 
and retain a diverse workforce, allowing us 
to serve the community from which we come 
more effectively.

We believe that an inclusive diversity 
program is pivotal to reaching our profes-
sional potential, both individually and 
collectively.
GOAlS

The goal of the PW Diversity Commit-
tee is to promote a workplace free of harass-
ment and discrimination.  We recognize and 
respect diverse viewpoints, cultures, and life 
experiences.

PWDC MISSION STATEMENT

Name: Bryan Root

Hometown: Springfield, Oregon

High School: Springfield High School

College: OSU

Major: Civil Engineering

Years with City: 1.31868 and rising

Professional Ambitions: To leave mark for posterity

Personal Ambitions: Not to have any regrets in life, spend time with grandpa leaning  
            about heritage

My teammates describe me as:  Young

My dream job is: Designing roller coasters or being paid to do extreme sports

My biggest adventure: Road trip, honeymoon-swim with dolphins

Something very few people know  about me: I won my first sailing national championship at  
     the age of 12

This always brings a smile to my face: My wife Bonnie’s smile

People I admire have these qualities: Spontaneous, friendly, loyal, and drive

My most prized possession: My puppy “Yoka Tiki Hehe” Chinook word for “she likes to  
         play”

Favorites

Activity in or around Oregon: Snowboarding, sailing, tennis, golf, disc golf and hiking

Person I would like to have dinner with/where: Chief Comcomly at his lookout near Astoria,  
        Oregon

Game to play: Yahtzee

Musical artist or group: Anything and everything; old and new; classical to rock

Cartoon character: Tow Mater from Cars



Opportunities to explore new perspectives PW Diversity Bulletin BoarD

Community Events
Holy Encounters Photography Exhibit
Through Friday, December 18, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Mills International Center, Erb Memorial Union, Free. 
Kelly Tavares (541) 954-9639

The Mills International Center Gallery and the Cul-
tural Forum invite you to experience India in a new 
way. During fall term, the photography of local pho-
tographers Mark Morris and Ankush Vimawala will 
be displayed in the Mills International Center, in the 
Aperture Gallery and Buzz Café, which are in the 
Erb Memorial Union at the University of Oregon.  
 
The Ohio-born and India-raised Ankush Vimawala 
now works as a software engineer in Eugene while 
enjoying hobbies such as photography and playing 
the Indian hand drums (Tabla). His photography 
has been showcased at various places such as the 
Eugene Mayor’s art show and art galleries around 
the country. Mark Morris’ and Ankush’s photogra-
phy translates the eclecticism of Indian culture--the 
colors and the chaos.  

Photographer Mark Morris will donate the money 
of any piece sold for the family he supports in India. 
The exhibit was curated by the Mills Center Exhibit 
Curator Kelly Tavares.

Israeli Author David Erlich
Thursday, November 12, 6:30 p.m.
UO Erb Memorial Union, Buzz Café, Free.

Ehrlich, who is currently artist-in-residence at Port-
land State University, was a former journalist and 
instructor of Hebrew and Israeli culture at various 
American universities. In addition to his writing, he 
is the owner of a bookstore/café in Jerusalem. 
Ehrlich was a staff writer for Ha’aretz, Israel’s lead-
ing newspaper; a reporter and producer for Israeli 

radio; and recently published two collections of 
short stories, “Tuesday and Thursday Mornings” 
and “18 Blue.” He has lectured widely in the U.S. 
on topics such as literary representations of the 
Middle East crisis, and regularly moderates readings 
and discussions at his literary café, T’mol Shilshom. 
A founder of the Israeli AIDS Task Force in the 
1980s, Ehrlich has long been active on behalf of gay 
rights in Israel.

Celebrate Universal Human Rights
Thursday, December 10, 6:30p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cesar Chavez Elementary School

You are invited to celebrate the 61st Anniversary of 
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights. The theme this year is “Human Rights 
Start At Home.”
For more information e-mail Francisca at 
francisca.e.johnson@ci.eugene.or.us

The Season for Giving

The Whiteaker Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
is open to everyone. Dinner is from 1-3 p.m. on 
Nov 26th. Giveaways (blankets, coats, sleeping bags, 
etc.) start at 8 a.m. To volunteer or donate call the 
hotline at 485-8179. 

Toys for Tots 
Look for boxes in City Hall and around the com-
munity through the end of November where you 
can drop new unwrapped toys for distribution to 
children during the holiday season. 

Last chance: Community Campaign—through 
November 20th. Give, Volunteer, Advocate! 


